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Huntington Beach sets plan to clean 
toxic land 

Designation as a redevelopment area will provide 
property taxes to help cleanse southeastern area.  

June 5, 2002  

By LAYLAN CONNELLY  
The Orange County Register  

Huntington Beach -- Southeast Huntington Beach will be designated 
a redevelopment area so the city can use property-tax money to help 
clean up toxic land, the City Council decided Monday.  

The council voted 5-2, with Mayor Debbie Cook and Councilwoman 
Connie Boardman opposed, to proceed with a redevelopment plan for 
172 acres between Pacific Coast Highway, Hamilton Avenue, 
Newland and Magnolia streets.  

"I think that area needs additional help," said Councilwoman Shirley 
Dettloff, referring to concerns such as the toxic waste left at the 
Ascon/Nesi landfill and underground methane gas left by oil 
companies.  

But critics of the proposed redevelopment plan said cleanup could be 
accomplished without redevelopment.  

"I would like to see some of the projects that were already going to 
occur happen at their own speed, without public money," Cook said. 
For instance, the companies that used the Ascon/Nesi landfill are 
responsible for the estimated $35 million cleanup, she said.  

Others believe redevelopment would ensure the area gets timely 
attention and a variety of improvements.  

"It's blighted and it's contaminated. It needs to be cleaned up for the 
future of that area," said Gus Duran, city housing and redevelopment 
manager.  

As a redevelopment agency, the city is able to keep incremental 
property-tax revenue from designated areas that would otherwise be 
sent to the state.  
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Duran estimated the city would get $792,480 in tax revenue during 
the first year of redevelopment in the area.  

Resident John Scott said he fears the money generated in southeast 
area would be used in other parts of the city instead.  

"We have enough industry with the power plant and the sanitation 
district," he said. "There are no assurances ... the money will be used 
there."  
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