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Friday, June 7, 2

Mar soil cleanup delayed

William E. Johnson / Staff Writer
Posted on May 31, 2002

CANKTON - It looks like 10 years of fighting to cleanup the oil, sludge
and contaminated soil at the Mar Services site off La. 93 near Cankton
will turn into at least 11 years or more.

In May of 2000 the above-ground cleanup phase of the project was
completed when the old tanks and about 28,000 barrels of material were
removed from the site.

Phase two, the larger and more costly task of treating the soil so it can
support vegetation again, was to start shortly thereafter. But it was put
on hold because of problems with funding and state Department of
Natural Resources approval.

In June of 2001 MARGONE, a company formed by Exxon Mobil and
UNOCAL to oversee the cleanup of the waste site, announced this second
and final phase of the cleanup would finally begin within months.

But now, almost a year later, nothing has been done. Earl Moran,
MARGONE business manager, says disputes over the cost of the cleanup
continue to keep the project on hold.

The landfill was used from 1934 until the 1960s as an oil separation and
storage site.

Although reopened in the 1980s, the site was shut down again in 1992
after the state revoked its permit. Rep. Clara Baudoin, D -Carencro,
helped spearhead the drive to have the site closed as a health hazard.

Over the last 70 years, hundreds of companies deposited their waste at
the site and are therefore obligated to help with the cleanup. The
problem is that most of these firms are no longer in business.

Moran said that of the 360 companies that deposited material at Mar,
only 115 are still in business.

To try to resolve the matter, on Nov. 15, 2001, the Louisiana Department
of Natural Resources, the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
and MARGONE held a public meeting for all of the surviving companies
involved in the Mar site.

"The meeting was attended by many, but not all, of the companies.
MARGONE is now in the process of raising the necessary money to
perform the last stages of the clean-up,"” Moran said.
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o u-.ivfe-aturil}g Since that meeting, MARGONE has contacted all of the surviving
T |tergaI::::; companies. Moran said on April 24 of this year all these companies were
offered a settlement agreement from MARGONE. ']

That agreement requires each company to pay MARGONE a one-time

cash payment for the cleanup based on each company's percentage share '
of material sent to the site. In exchange MARGONE has agreed to
complete the cleanup and assume any risks associated with the project. ll

"It will be mid- to late-July of this year before MARGONE can determine if
there is adequate participation. Companies not participating in the
cleanup can face cost recovery litigation under various state
environmental laws," Moran said.

Moran, who works for Exxon Mobile, formed MARGONE Inc. for the sole
purpose of cleaning up the landfill. Once the project is finished, Moran
said the company will close.
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Once the site is cleaned to the state's standards, the land should be able
to be utilized for any purpose.

i

MARGONE plans to return the property to the decedents of the original
owners once it is cleaned.
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